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Pa rumpa pum pum . . . 
And my life I gave! 
Pa rumpa pum pum . . . 
As approached the face of death . . . 
Pa rumpa pum pum . . . 
As out to me so called . . . 
Pa rumpa pum pum . . . 
As its hand upon me I felt and saw . . . 
Pa rumpa pum pum . . . 
As my Brothers In Arms gathered around 

cried, 
praying with tears in eyes . . . 
Pa rumpa pum pum . . . 
I gave my best for them! 
I gave my life for them! 
Pa rumpa pum pum . . . 
Pa rumpa pum pum . . . 
Pa rumpa pum pum . . . 
And I’d do it all over again my son! 
Pa rumpa pum pum . . .. 
All so one day more they could live! 
Pa rumpa pum pum . . . 
As they so lowered me into my quiet grave 

. . . 
Pa rumpa pum pum . . . 
As my family so wept upon that day . . . 
Pa rumpa pum pum . . . 
As ever the tears they made! 
Pa rumpa pum pum . . . 
As they now live with the kind of pain which 

won’t go away! 
Pa rumpa pum pum . . . 
All so, 
we may have peace on earth this day . . . 
Pa rumpa pum pum . . . 
Was but the price of Freedom I paid . . . 
Pa rumpa pum pum . . . 
Pum . . . 
Pum . . . 
What gift can I bring? 
Pa rumpa pum pum . . . 
That’s fit for a King! 
Pa rumpa pum pum . . . 
And then, 
he smiled at me . . . 
Pa rumpa pum pum . . . 
As my Lord said, 
‘‘come to heaven son’’ . . . 
Pa rumpa pum pum . . . 
Pa rumpa pum pum . . . 
Pa rumpa pum pum . . . 
Smiled at me! 
Pa rumpa pum pum . . . 
Pum! 
Pum! 
Pum! 
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HONORING THE EDDIE VALLUS 
POLKA BAND 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 16, 2013 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the harmonious and melodious ca-
reer of Eddie Vallus and the Eddie Vallus 
Band. The sweet sounds of the Eddie Vallus 
Polka Band included talented musicians John 
Ross, Ed Wasacz, Al Martini, Lou Tofil, and of 
course Eddie Vallus. They spent their lives on 
the bandstand sharing their music with their 
fans who love to dance, dance, dance. Since 
the release of their debut album in 1963, the 
Eddie Vallus Band has been recognized as a 
musical force. They were honored by former 
mayor of Youngstown Pat Ungaro and the 
Mahoning County Commission in 1985. The 
band’s success garnered them a Grammy 
nomination in 1989, the Cleveland Polka Hall 
of Fame Trustee Award in 2003, and a Life-
time Achievement Award in 2012. 

I am convinced that the world needs more 
polka but after a lifetime of extended book-
ings, it saddens me that the Eddie Vallus 
Band has decided to put their instruments 
down. Many of my friends and neighbors con-
tinue to cherish their music. On October 26th, 
the band played its final concert at St. Paul 
Church in New Middletown, Ohio. As a 77 
year resident of Boardman, Ohio, incom-
parable Eddie Vallus is an inspiration to our 
community. Although the Eddie Vallus Band 
will be no more, Eddie will continue to perform 
with the Rex Taneri Band. Eddie has led a 
long and happy life marked by success and a 
love of the arts. For Eddie there is never a 
sour note and he is always on key and in 
rhythm. I wish Mr. Vallus all the best and 
know he will spend time with his wife Pat of 
51 years, his three daughters, and his five 
grandchildren. And a one and a two and a 
three for Eddie Vallus. 
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HONORING KARYN SINUNU- 
TOWERY 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 16, 2013 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the service of Ms. Karyn Sinunu- 
Towery to the County of Santa Clara. 

For over 30 years, Ms. Sinunu-Towery has 
served the people of Santa Clara County in 
the District Attorney’s Office. She has made 
enormous contributions to the office, and after 
her final day of service on December 20, 
2013, she will undoubtedly be missed. 

Ms. Sinunu-Towery began her career in 
1983 as a law clerk for the Santa Clara Dis-
trict Attorney. Two years later, on December 
12, 1985, she became a member of the Cali-
fornia Bar and joined the office as a staff attor-
ney. 

After serving eleven years as a Deputy Dis-
trict Attorney and the Supervisor of the Sexual 
Assault Unit, prosecuting over 50 jury trials, 
Ms. Sinunu-Towery was promoted to the exec-
utive position of Assistant District Attorney. In 
this role, she has lead-by-example, and pro-
vided valuable counsel to the District Attorney. 

Throughout her career Ms. Sinunu-Towery 
has been known for her fairness, resilience, 
professionalism, and commitment to justice. 

Ms. Sinunu-Towery has a reputation as a 
reformer who truly cared for the victims she 
was charged with protecting. She wrote Vic-
tim’s Rights manuals that were distributed 
throughout California and developed a model 
procedure for the investigation of child-abuse 
investigations with the goal of reducing the 
trauma to the children involved. 

Ms. Sinunu-Towery was just as vigilant 
when it came to ensuring that the accused re-
ceived fair treatment. She worked with local 
police chiefs and the Sheriff to create fairer 
line-up procedures to accurately identify sus-
pects, and guidelines for the interrogation of 
mentally ill suspects. She personally worked to 
free defendants wrongly convicted and is a 
model for prosecutors everywhere in this re-
gard. 

Ms. Sinunu-Towery was a trailblazer when it 
came to the use of technology to better ad-
minister justice. She was instrumental in the 
office’s transition from paper to electronic data 

storage, and continued to push for greater 
technology use. 

I wish to congratulate Ms. Karyn Sinunu- 
Towery on her impressive career and com-
mend her for 30 years of service to the Santa 
Clara County community. She leaves the Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office a better place and will be 
dearly missed. 
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ANNOUNCING RECIPIENTS OF THE 
2013 CONGRESSIONAL VETERAN 
COMMENDATION FOR THE THIRD 
DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

HON. SAM JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 16, 2013 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
it is my privilege to honor fourteen distin-
guished military veterans, community servants, 
and American patriots who call the Third Dis-
trict of Texas home. All faithfully answered the 
call of duty and placed service above self for 
the sake of our great nation. Each one leaves 
a legacy to be remembered, for future genera-
tions to follow, a legacy of bravery, loyalty, 
dedication, and sacrifice. For their selfless 
service, bold leadership, and undying commit-
ment for their neighbor and nation, the fol-
lowing individual has been selected as a re-
cipient of the third annual Congressional Vet-
eran Commendation: 

Sergeant Paul Gade served in the United 
States Navy from 1979 to 1991 and currently 
serves in the Naval Reserves. During his time 
in service, Mr. Gade served isolated duty at 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. During his 3rd Duty 
Station, Mr. Gade became interested in the 
SEAL program and in 1986 he qualified for the 
program. Having started the SEAL class with 
120 participants, Mr. Gade was one of only 12 
original classmates to complete the training. 
During graduation, he was selected as the 
Lead Petty Officer to ring out his class. To 
date, Mr. Gade is the only enlisted man to 
have that honor while officers present. 

Mr. Gade continued his relentless service by 
joining the McKinney Police Department. He 
has served in the Patrol Division, as a Detec-
tive, in the Special Operations Division, and 
was a SWAT member for several years. When 
the McKinney Police Department was attacked 
in August 2010, Mr. Gade was among the offi-
cers to respond to the shooting by running into 
the fray to protect his fellow officers and citi-
zens nearby. 

Additionally, on July 4, 2009, Mr. Gade was 
sworn into the Naval Reserves, it’s clear his 
desire to serve his community and country 
after all of these years continues. His contribu-
tions leave a legacy for us to recognize and 
honor as he goes out of his way to help fellow 
officers and citizens and has received numer-
ous commendations for his actions. 

Sergeant Paul Gade, let me both thank and 
congratulate you on your exceptional service 
to our country and community both past and 
present. It is my pleasure to award you the 
2013 Congressional Veteran Commendation 
for the Third District of Texas. 
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TRIBUTE TO RAY GAESSER 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, December 16, 2013 

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and congratulate Ray Gaesser of 
Corning, Iowa for being named the next Presi-
dent of the American Soybean Association. 

Founded in 1920, the American Soybean 
Association represents America’s soybean 
farmers on issues vital to the soybean industry 
across the country and across the globe. The 
national, grassroots membership that comprise 
this great organization creates, promotes, and 
implements policies to improve the thriving 
soybean industry. 

Ray Gaesser has farmed since his father’s 
passing when he was just 15 years old. In 
1979, two years after marrying his wife Elaine, 
the couple moved to the Corning area to begin 
a modest farming partnership. Today, the 
Gaessers farm nearly 6,000 acres of corn and 
soybeans and are an essential component of 
the Iowa farming community. As a member of 
the Iowa Soybean Association for nearly 30 
years, Ray has won numerous awards while 
serving in several leadership roles. Mr. 
Gaesser served as President of the Iowa Soy-
bean Association in 2007, was a member of 
Iowa’s Products Advisory Committee from 
2006 to 2011, and was awarded the Iowa 
Master Farmer Award in 2012. 

Mr. Speaker, Ray’s selection as the next 
American Soybean Association President is 
the culmination of a lifelong commitment to 
farming and a testament to the world-class ag-
riculture industry of our great state. It is an 
honor to represent Mr. Gaesser, his family, 
and all of the hardworking farmers of Iowa in 
the United States Congress and I invite my 
colleagues in the House to join me in thanking 
our nation’s farmers, congratulating Ray on his 
outstanding efforts, and wishing him continued 
success on the job ahead. Thank you. 
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RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF DR. SANDRA E. MADRID 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, December 16, 2013 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to honor and congratulate Dr. Sandra E. 
Madrid, who was recently awarded the 2013 
Latino Heritage Award by the City of Seattle’s 
Latino City Employees organization and Se-
attle Mayor Mike McGinn. 

The Latino Heritage Award recognizes indi-
viduals who have made significant contribu-
tions to Seattle through initiative, innovation, 
leadership, and commitment to the Latino 
community. Dr. Madrid has been an active 
member of her community for many years and 
has made it her priority to empower minority 
groups and promote Latino involvement. 

Dr. Madrid recently retired from the Univer-
sity of Washington School of Law and has 
worked diligently on issues important to di-
verse communities in our region. Sandra has 
long advocated on behalf of women and chil-
dren and the underrepresented. She is also an 
inspirational mentor and educator to young in-
dividuals and professionals. 

Dr. Madrid currently serves as a board 
member for the United Way of King County, 
Seattle Children’s Hospital, Seattle Art Mu-
seum, and YMCA. In addition to serving on 
more than 30 boards in the past 20 years, she 
was also the first Latina to serve on the Board 
of Trustees of the Seattle Children’s Hospital. 

Dr. Madrid’s dedication to the Latino com-
munity has made her a widely respected ad-
vocate and leader. Her work is commendable 
and we are fortunate to have her expertise 
representing our region. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that I 
congratulate Dr. Sandra E. Madrid on her con-
tributions to the City of Seattle. 
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ANNOUNCING RECIPIENTS OF THE 
2013 CONGRESSIONAL VETERAN 
COMMENDATION FOR THE THIRD 
DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

HON. SAM JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 16, 2013 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
it is my privilege to honor fourteen distin-
guished military veterans, community servants 
and American patriots who call the Third Dis-
trict of Texas home. All faithfully answered the 
call of duty and placed service above self for 
the sake of our great nation. Each one leaves 
a legacy to be remembered, for future genera-
tions to follow, a legacy of bravery, loyalty, 
dedication, and sacrifice. For their selfless 
service, bold leadership, and undying commit-
ment for their neighbor and nation, the fol-
lowing individual has been selected as a re-
cipient of the third annual Congressional Vet-
eran Commendation: 

Dr. Stephanie Abramoske-James served in 
the United States Army from 1986 to 2007. 
She joined the Military Police Corp in 1986 
where her first assignment was in Fort Hood, 
Texas, and was later deployed to Honduras. 
In 1990, she joined the U.S. Army Criminal In-
vestigation Command, where she protected 
three Secretaries of Defense and investigated, 
processed, and supervised thousands of crimi-
nal investigations. In 2003, she deployed to 
Iraq as a part of Operation Iraqi Freedom as 
a Forensic Science Officer to gather evidence 
against Saddam Hussein for the offense of 
genocide. In her 21 years of distinguished 
service to the U.S. Army, Dr. Abramoske- 
James has received the Defense Meritorious 
Service Medal, four Meritorious Service Med-
als, two National Defense Service Medals, and 
numerous other decorations. 

As a resident of Plano, Texas, Dr. 
Abramoske-James continues to be an active 
servant to her local community. She created 
an ongoing CSI summer camp to mentor high 
school students interested in forensic science. 
She has been a volunteer consultant with the 
Dallas Area Rape Crisis Center, and is cur-
rently working on mentoring programs for at- 
risk youth in Plano ISD. She is also one of 
three faculty advisors to the Student Veterans 
of America at Collin College. Her vast knowl-
edge, remarkable experiences, dedication to 
justice, as well as her commitment to her stu-
dents makes her a superb educator and a 
role-model for all. 

Dr. Stephanie Abramoske-James, let me 
both thank and congratulate you on your ex-

ceptional service to our country and commu-
nity both past and present. It is my pleasure 
to award you the 2013 Congressional Veteran 
Commendation for the Third District of Texas. 
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CHARLIE AND MARILYN WALLACE 
CELEBRATE THEIR 50TH WED-
DING ANNIVERSARY 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 16, 2013 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize two of my constituents, Charlie 
and Marilyn Wallace, who will celebrate their 
50th wedding anniversary with a vow renewal 
ceremony in my Texas district office this week. 
These two native Texans have spent half of a 
century together, and I am proud to honor 
them. 

Charlie and Marilyn first met on April 6, 
1963, at the University of Texas at Austin dur-
ing its famous, festive tradition of Round-Up 
weekend. In a series of random events, some 
acquaintances conspired to set Charlie and 
Marilyn up on a blind date. Marilyn, a senior 
English major, reluctantly accepted Charlie’s 
invitation to the Round-Up talent show and 
dance with great reservation because Charlie 
was an Aggie! Yes, prior to his graduate stud-
ies at UT, Charlie earned his bachelor’s de-
gree in Chemical Engineering from Texas 
A&M. 

That evening, Charlie called Marilyn from 
her dorm lobby where male students were re-
quired to wait for their dates. He told her he 
was wearing a blue suit with a red tie and to 
‘‘look for the ugliest one in the room.’’ [Marilyn 
mistakenly first approached the wrong guy, 
also wearing a blue suit and red tie, who gave 
her a strange look when she said, ‘‘Charles?’’ 
Fortunately, she found the right man soon 
thereafter.] 

Midway through the evening, Marilyn had 
the uncharacteristic, passing thought: ‘‘It might 
be fun to be married to a man like this.’’ It 
wasn’t a typical date for Charlie either: In addi-
tion to the talent show and dance, he gave 
Marilyn a tour of his chemical engineering re-
search lab and even played his guitar for her. 

Marilyn graduated in August of 1963 and 
went on to teach English at Houston ISD’s 
Austin High School, her alma mater, but Char-
lie made sure she didn’t get away before she 
finally accepted his proposal on August 1, 
1963. Charlie presented Marilyn with an en-
gagement ring on September 21, 1963, and 
they were married December 21, 1963, in 
Houston at the Epworth Methodist Church. 

Upon Charlie’s completion of his master’s 
degree in August 1964, he accepted a job with 
Shell Oil Co. that started with an intensive 
training program and work assignments at 
Shell’s locations throughout Louisiana. During 
the Louisiana years, Marilyn was a substitute 
teacher, and she also held various administra-
tive assistant positions that included one at 
LSU’s agronomy department where she was 
well-regarded for her outstanding work and 
professionalism. Of particular note is that 
Marilyn served as a volunteer teacher during 
the Integration of the Louisiana Public School 
System and taught typing to Special Education 
students. Charlie and Marilyn also were in-
volved in a Prison Ministry that they started at 
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